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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the origin and development of the “Siamese
Smile;” (2) to analyze the meaning and significance of the “Siamese Smile” in the point of view of
foreigners in Thailand. This was a qualitative research. The sample population of 85 people consisted of
61 foreigners , as well as 4 Thai people knowledgeable in arts and culture, who were selected using the
snowball method. Data were collected using an unstructured interview form and analyzed through
descriptive analysis. The results showed that the origin of the concept “Siamese Smile” could not be
clearly defined, but Thai people’s manners in giving a friendly reception to foreigners from all corners
of the globe was recorded as early as the Ayutthaya Period, when chronicles of foreign visitors state that
the Siamese people smiled and gave them a warm reception. The development of “Siamese Smile” can
be divided into 4 phases. In the viewpoint of foreigners, “Siamese Smile” is an expression of happiness.
Nevertheless, sometimes the smile may not convey the wearer’s true emotions. Culture and personality
are factors that can affect the expression of the “Siamese Smile.” In the viewpoint of foreigners, the
“Siamese Smile” is significant in 3 ways. First, economically, it is a tool to attract tourists. Second,
socially, it is a reflection of interactions in Thai society. Third, culturally, it is a symbol of the spirit of
Thai people. This indicates that the “Siamese Smile” is still a medium for building up the identity of Thai
people in the eyes of the world.

Keywords: Siamese Smile, Foreigners, Tourism, Cultural identity
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